TROUBLE  WITH   THE   $EI*AR  AND   OTHER  TRIBES

In no case that I met was less than 25 per cent taken. Furthermore, although
the trees were acknowledged the property of the owners, they could only
sell them with permission of the Shaim holders, and could not cut them
down even if they wanted to.

With the peace this had to stop, though I felt it reasonable that if proper
agreements were made the Tamimi might suitably be appointed as watch-
men. I therefore arranged for a Board of independent non-date owners
to examine all the cases, and those who were accused of illegality were
summoned to appear. With one exception they came and admitted that
their proceedings were unlawful. The exception was brought in by the
police. As he resisted by arms a fine was levied and he was threatened
with the demolition of his house if he refused to come peaceably. He came
and paid. New agreements were then made providing for a reasonable
remuneration for genuine protection.

The second incident that occurred at this time was a series of outrages
by different sections of the Hamumi tribe on the Al Kaf road. There were
five cases of shooting on cars and looting, and two murders, including one
of our Qu'aiti Governor of Gheil Ba Wazir. At the same time there were
also two camel caravans looted by the Hamumi.

I was at a loss to understand these, for I was ou excellent terms with the
Hamumi chief, and they had no reason to interfere with the traffic on the
road, because, as I have explained, every possible care was taken to protect
their own traffic. I wrote at once to 'Ali bin Habreish asking him to come
and to discuss a settlement at once before matters got more serious. Unfor-
tunately the trouble had been stirred up by agitators, in particular the
Yafa'i, who were hoping that they would be called in, as in the past, and paid
vast sums of money in cash and arms to settle the trouble.

It was an outrage that had to be dealt with and the Hamumi chiefs were
summoned to answer the charges. They failed to appear and air action
was undertaken after the usual warnings had been given. As the people are
practically all beduin and nomadic, these warnings took time to deliver.
One day, during the bombing I went myself to an empty wadi round which
it was known that there were Hamumi of the guilty sections, and I compared
my feelings with thos^e I had experienced when I was in Hazebroucke being
bombed by Taubes during the war. A small bomb was first dropped in the
wadi, where the only signs of life I could see were a few goats. After
giving anybody ^ho might have been in the neighbourhood enough time
to get a long way away, five machines spent half an hour dropping bomb
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